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PASS IT ON

MAKE DREAMS REAL
By District Governor Tom Lindsay

      Happy New Year! July is our special time 
to celebrate the past year and implement the plans 
our clubs have made for the upcoming year. We 
need to thank our clubs for their dedicated efforts 
in advancing Rotary in their communities and the 
international family of Rotary. Our now Past District 
Governor, Jackie Morgan, was tireless in her efforts 
to foster Rotary in each club in our great district. 
She hasn’t retired from Rotary. You will see her in 
her role as Past District Governor, club trainer, and 
her special passion RYLA. The district leadership 
team has been active in their activities helping clubs 
advance the four areas of service that are the founda-
tion of Rotary service. All in all, what a great Rotary 
year we have had in our district.

     Now in the new Rotary year, I am ready to hit the 
road. Our club visits have been scheduled with the 
first one in Angel Fire on July 2nd. I appreciate our 
clubs’ flexibility in helping me coordinate my club 
visits. We have a large district in size and number of 
clubs so scheduling my travels was a challenging task 
that took a lot of help and tolerance from our clubs. 

      I will be accompanied on most of my visits with 
Linda who has been by my side for over 37 years. 
She has participated in all the training that I have 
attended the past two years. She was able to view the 
training through her eyes as a spouse and Rotarian, 
being a member of the Deming Rotary Club.

     When traveling our district, I look forward to 
seeing old Rotary friends and making new Rotary 
friends. The endless variety of projects and each in-
dividual club’s approach to Rotary service will be the 
most rewarding part of my year as District Governor.

     I want to thank the Rotarians in the district who 
agreed to serve or continue to serve on our district 
leadership team. I really cannot thank them enough 
for their efforts to help me get off to a great start. 

     Speaking of leadership teams, each Rotarian in 
our district is really a member of District 5520’s lead-
ership team. It will take all of us working together to 
continue our districts high level of Rotary Service.

     When attending the District Governor training 
sessions in Denver, Austin and San Diego over the 
past two years it was obvious that District 5520 is 
not a follower in Rotary International but a leader. 
I left training with a feeling of pride for our district 
and a humbleness that I was being allowed to lead 
our district for a year.

     Rotary International is focused on Health and 
Hunger, Water, Literacy, and continued efforts to 
eradicate polio in the world with special emphasis 
in each of these areas on child mortality. President 
D.K. Lee encourages each club to participate in these 
areas, not only on a worldwide arena, but in our own 
communities. Rotary does start at home.
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FROM CLUB TRAINING TO LEADERSHIP TRAINING
From the Deming Rotarian, Rotary club of Deming

A club’s leadership development program can help 
develop the personal leadership skills of club 
members, enhance their professional lives and 

nurture future club leaders.

Explore a new RI publication, Leadership Development: 
Your Guide to Starting a Program, for an overview of
10 recommended leadership topics for the program:

• Communication skills
• Leadership styles

• Leading and motivating volunteers
• Mentoring
• Time management
• Goal setting and accountability
• Strategic planning
• Ethics and The Four-Way Test
• Building consensus
• Teamwork

The publication provides practical advice on speaking points, 
discussion questions and suggested activities for each topic 
and is available on the RI website. 

     Beside the above events, our training cycle 
will continue. E-Trainings, AG/LG Training, and 
PETS are some of the events where you will get 
know Governor Elect Dick Jones and Governor 
Nominee Tim Parker better, if you don’t already 
know them from their active roles in our district. We encour-
age all Rotarians to participate in training at the club and 
district level. You not only learn more about Rotary but also 
have the pleasure of making new Rotary friends. At every 
training event, over my time in Rotary, I have always made 
at least one new best friend as Past District Governor Sonny 
Brown is fond of saying.

     I cannot start the year without giving accolades 
to Marshall Poole, Jean Constant and Loren Kuehne 
for their special efforts to get the New Year up and 
running on the district web site. The time spent by 
each of these individuals is most appreciated. I have 
to thank my Rotary Club for hosting my installa-
tion as District Governor, and those that traveled to 
Deming for the installation. I have been fortunate to 
have worked with the past district governors on their 
teams and given the opportunity by them to grow as 
a Rotarian.

     Our district’s LG’s, AG’s, Committee chairs, and 
committee members that serve faithfully throughout the Ro-
tary year, take care of dates, events, meetings, paperwork, and 
reports have our district’s gratitude for their Service Above 
Self.

     Special thanks to Past District Governor Dennis Edwards, 
Past District Governor Jackie Morgan, and Governor Elect 
Dick Jones for their support, advice and encouragement. 
They truly made my preparation a joy. Not every district 
has this kind of support and communication. I am excited 
about working with Dick and Tim this year and hope I can 
help make their transition to District Governor smooth and 
tranquil.

      Looking forward to a great Rotary Year with you and your 
clubs,

Tom Lindsay, DG
District 5520

         In District 5520 we are looking forward to several ongo-
ing activities and events. Our GSE team will be going to 
Columbia this year and interviews are scheduled for the team 
leader as well as team members.

     Youth exchange is a busy area this year with lots of changes 
in the process of complying with international, United States, 
and Rotary International policies for Youth Exchange. The 
Youth Exchange committee has been hard at work to see that 
this program continues in our District at the level of partici-
pation our district has had in the past.

     RYLA will be in full swing at the end of July. This 
is one of the Jewels of our district and an experi-
ence for our youth that will be them throughout 
their life. I can’t write the word POSITIVE large 
enough to stress this experience.

     This is our year to host the annual Tri-District 
conference with our partners in Mexico and 
Colorado. This meeting has been instrumental in 
hundreds of thousands dollars of matching grants 
over the years. This year’s conference will be in 
September in Las Cruces. Go to our web site or the 
Tri-District site to register. I look forward to seeing 
you at the conference.

     Our foundation committee will be active this year for Polio 
Plus partners, annual giving, and permanent fund participa-
tion. Our district has had a record year for giving and we want 
to continue that trend.

     In October the President Elect of Rotary International will 
be in El Paso for a special event. Look for more details on this 
event and plan to attend.

     Also, in October Jackie’s cruise adventure will take place. I 
know this will be a lot of fun for all that have signed up for the 
cruise.

     We also, will have the district conference in May of 2009. 
Make plans to be in Albuquerque to celebrate your Rotary 
Year.

     I haven’t even touched on the numerous club events that 
occur year round in the District. I will be writing about the 
many events that each club has over the next year. In fact, one 
of my aims with this newsletter is to highlight these activities.
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M E M B E R S H I P
 Implementation of  a comprehensive plan for the recruitment and retention of members.

O L D  R OTA R I A N S  N E V E R  R ET I R E !
From the Rotary News

Two things keep Henry Tseng, 
who turns 101 on 12 July, ac-
tive: a 6:30 a.m. exercise class 

at the local YMCA six days a week 
and his weekly Rotary club meeting. 
He’s a regular at both.

Tseng, a past president of the Rotary 
Club of Hong Kong who immigrated 
to the United States in 1975, was at 
the RI Convention in L. A. this week 
to promote a partnership project with 
the YMCA that helps people with 
Parkinson’s disease.

The project began in 1996 as an act of friendship between 
Tseng and fellow club member Wally Fischmann. When Fis-
chmann was diagnosed with Parkinson’s, he became despon-
dent and wouldn’t leave his house. Tseng’s club worked with 
the Westside YMCA and medical experts at the University of 
California, Los Angeles to create the Parkinsonians Learning 
Lifelong Useful Skills (PLLUS). The specialized fitness pro-
gram focuses on helping Parkinson’s patients improve flex-
ibility, posture, and functional mobility while providing an 
opportunity for patients to stay active and social.

Starting one local class wasn’t enough for Tseng, who has 
taken the project to booths at Rotary conventions in Buenos 
Aires, Singapore, and Chicago. Today, there are more than 25 
PLLUS programs at YMCAs around the world.

Samson says the YMCA will provide $5,000 in start-up funds 
to any Rotary club that would like to start a PLLUS program 
at their local YMCA. For more information, visit www.pllus.
org.  J

M E M B E R S H I P  I N  R O TA R Y:  M A K E  Y O U R 
D R E A M  R E A L
By Jenny Llakmani, Rotary International News 
 

Literacy, health, and the future of Rotary were in the 
spotlight 18 June at the fourth plenary session of the RI 
Convention in Los Angeles.

Literacy•	
Dolly Parton, appearing via video, talked to Rotarians about 
her Imagination Library program, which mails a new book ev-
ery month to children under age five and which Rotary clubs 
have been helping expand. “We’re active in the USA, Canada, 
and the United Kingdom, and my hope is that every single 
child in all three countries will be guaranteed that they can 
have a house full of books,” said the country music singer.

Health•	
In a powerful speech, Stephen Lewis, co-director of the ad-
vocacy organization AIDS-Free World, saluted Rotarians for 
their indispensable role in polio eradication but reminded 
them that HIV/AIDS is “taking an indescribable toll, espe-
cially in Africa.” William Asiko, president of the Coca-Cola Af-
rica Foundation, spoke about the importance of partnerships 
in combating AIDS in Africa. “We [at Coca-Cola] have long 
been advocates of public-private partnerships,” he said. “And 
our partnership with Rotarians for Fighting AIDS [a Rotarian 
Action Group] is one of which we are particularly proud.” He 
stressed that these partnerships must also address local needs 
and involve local partners.

The Rotary Foundation•	
The goals of The Rotary Foundation for 2008-09 were ad-
dressed by Jonathan Majiyagbe, chair-elect of the Foundation 
Board of Trustees. In addition to keeping their promise to the 
children of the world to eradicate polio, Majiyagbe said, Rotar-
ians need to support the Foundation’s Annual Programs Fund 
and Permanent Fund . Majiyagbe also asked club and district 
foundations to partner with The Rotary Foundation by com-
mitting at least 10 percent of their funds to help fully endow 
the Rotary World Peace Fellowships program.

Rotary’s future•	
RI President Wilfrid J. Wilkinson concluded the session by 
speaking about the future of Rotary. “Each year,” he noted, 
“hundreds of thousands of young people around the world 
participate in our youth programs, developing a relationship 
with Rotary that we must foster, in the hope that some of 
them, if not all of them, will one day become Rotarians and be 
the very future of Rotary.”   J

FELLOWSHIP & FAMILY OF ROTARY MAKES 
FOR BETTER MEMBERS
From the Rotary Club of Albuquerque del Norte

Nearly 2 dozen Rotarians and their family and friends 
enjoyed a BEAUTIFUL evening of great food, won-
derful music and good company on Saturday, May 

24.   J



THE VOICE OF ROTARY IN THE COMMUNITY
By Candie Sweetser.  KDEM-FM/KOTS-AM. D. 5520 PR Chair.

District 5520 covers lots of territory, and that terri-
tory is often served by local radio stations.  Radio is 
uniquely qualified to reach members, potential mem-

bers and others in our communities.  The key is using radio 
well through targeting and frequency.

Targeting simply means choosing a radio station for the 
audience it delivers.  Talk radio has a different listening audi-
ence than country than pop than classic rock than oldies.  You 
know what you listen to, and chances are that people with your 
basic interests and background listen to the same type of for-
mats.  The question is whether you are trying to reach people 
like yourself, or a different age or interest group.

Frequency means repetition or how many times you can 
have an announcement aired to break through the communi-
cation clutter.  Remember, if you are involved with something 
you have a heightened sensitivity to messages about the sub-
ject.  Your typical audience member, however, does not share 
that heightened sensitivity.  In other words, about the time you 
are sick of hearing an announcement repeated, the average lis-
tener is hearing it for the first time!

Public Service Announcements (PSAs) are unpaid 
announcements aired by stations for the communities they 
serve.  Stations typically broadcast PSAs in unsold time seg-
ments.  By and large, radio stations are very generous in airing 
local announcements submitted by clubs and organizations 
and are willing to broadcast the information at no charge pro-
viding the organization has not purchased ads elsewhere (such 
as local newspaper, cable or other radio stations).  

As for writing your PSA, make sure to include the “who, what, 
where, when and why” of your event in as brief a format as 
possible.  Most radio stations will rewrite the copy to fit their 
guidelines anyway.  And always include a contact name and 
phone number for more information.   J

ROTARY INTERNATIONAL PR OUTREACH
From the Rotary News

U.S. Senator Ted Stevens, of Alaska, USA, on 20 May, 
awarded the 2008 Open World National Grantee of 
Merit to Rotary International for its ongoing commit-

ment to sharing U.S. political and civic life with future Russian 
leaders. 

The senator presented the award 
to Rotary Foundation Trustee 
Carolyn Jones of Anchorage, 
Alaska, USA, and Past RI Di-
rector Grant Wilkins of Den-
ver, Colorado, USA. Both have 
played a role in the success of 
the Open World program.   J
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P U B L I C  R E L AT I O N S

Providing the Public with information about Rotary and Promoting District and  Club’s Service projects and activities.

G U I N N E S S  W O R L D  R E C O R D  N E W  E N -
T RY
By Ryan Hyland  Rotary International News 

Rotarians at the 2008 RI Convention demonstrated their 
commitment to literacy by setting a Guinness world re-
cord for the most books donated during a seven-day 

period. 

Exactly 242,624 books were collected this week for public 
school students in Southern California and Southern Nevada.

Danny Girton Jr., an adjudicator for Guinness World Records, 
confirmed that Rotary now owns the record for Most Books 
Donated in Seven Days at the final plenary session on Wednes-
day. Ingo Werk, of the Rotary Club of Wilmington, Califor-
nia, who chaired the project, joined Girton on stage to thank 
and congratulate Rotarians for achieving such a meaningful 
record. 

The book drive, cosponsored by the Los Angeles Times Read-
ing by 9 program, will benefit public school students in kinder-
garten through grade 3 in the region, where studies show too 
many children read below grade level.

At the convention, a symbolic “mountain of books” display 
provided a backdrop for reading sessions allowing Rotarians, 
celebrities, and other notables to read to students visiting on 
field trips. Project organizers set a goal of collecting a quarter 
of a million books. Convention registrants from more than 
140 countries brought books representing their home cultures 
and languages. “Everyone here embraced this book drive, and 
I could not be more proud of our Rotary clubs and more grate-
ful for the support we received from the public,” said Werk.

Guinness World Records receives more than 60,000 applica-
tions a year from people hoping for recognition. Of those, only 
3 percent set world records.  J
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THE ROTARY FOUNDATION

Plans to support The Rotary Foundation through both financial contributions and program participation.

P O L I O  E R A D I C A T I O N
From the Rotary International News

LOS ANGELES ( June 17, 2008)  In the final push to rid 
the world of a crippling and potentially fatal disease that 
has plagued humankind throughout history, Rotary In-

ternational today launched its US$100 Million Challenge, a 
fundraising effort to end polio worldwide.

Funds raised will match, dollar-for-dollar, a challenge grant 
recently awarded to Rotary by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foun-
dation- a funding agreement that will provide $200 million to 
the global health initiative over the next three years. 

Since 1985, ending polio has been Rotary’s top philanthropic 
goal.  Since then, polio cases have been slashed by 99 per-
cent worldwide. “While most of the world is polio-free, this 
vaccine-preventable disease still threatens children in parts of 
Africa and South Asia,” said Robert Scott, chair of The Rotary 
Foundation of Rotary International. “And because polio is a 
virus that moves from child to child, it is capable of re-emerg-
ing anywhere in the world if we let down our guard. Rotary is 
committed to eradicating this disease once and for all.”
  
Polio eradication -- which hinges on vaccinating all children 
under the age of five years - is seen as a model and a test for 
reaching children worldwide with other benefits, whether 
health or development-related. “It’s not just about eradicating 
polio,” Dr. Chan continued. “It’s about our ability as a society 
to reach all children to attain the United Nation’s Millennium 
Development Goals.” 

Since the launch of the GPEI in 1988, when polio paralyzed 
more than 350,000 children in 125 countries, cases have been 
reduced to 1,307 in 2007, and just four countries remain polio 
endemic (Afghanistan, India, Nigeria and Pakistan). A two-
year intensified effort was started in 2007 to eliminate the last 
vestiges of polio in these remaining areas. Since then, polio has 
been stopped under extreme conditions -- conflict-ridden So-
malia is now polio-free and the most endemic part of India has 
seen a dramatic decline in cases (from 520 in 2006 to one so 
far this year).

“The progress made in some of the most challenging areas of 
the world proves that with enough commitment and support, 
we can end polio worldwide,” said Ann Veneman, Executive 
Director of UNICEF. “We hope that the commitment from 
the private sector will challenge other donors to step up and 
make sure we have the resources needed to eradicate polio.” 

As the volunteer arm and top private sector contributor to the 
GPEI, Rotary has contributed US$700 million since 1985 -- a 
figure that will increase to $850 million when polio is eradi-
cated -- along with countless volunteer hours to the protection 
of more than two billion children in 122 countries. 
The Global Polio Eradication Initiative is spearheaded by na-
tional governments, WHO, Rotary International, the CDC 
and UNICEF.   J

Four San Juan Rotar-
ians were presented 
with Paul Harris 

awards at last weeks meet-
ing. In the group picture, 
from left to right ,Randy 
Joslin, President of the San 
Juan club, Ron Price, Paul 
Deshayes, Tina Mitchell 
and Sam Morris.  J

2 5  A N D  C O U N T I N G
By Rick Akins, D. 5520 Foundation chair

Congratulations to the Rotary Club of Albuquerque Del 
Sol!

The June 26th Rotary meeting was one to remember. Presi-
dent Bobby Wallace along with member Barry Mills and Dis-
trict Foundation Chair, PDG Rick Akins, awarded a whop-
ping 25 Paul Harris Fellows. Among the presentations were 
2 in memory of a loved one, spouses, children, and Rotarians 
receiving their 1st or multiple PHF. With just 59 members the 
Albuquerque Del Sol Rotary club is currently accredited for 
90 Paul Harris Fellows and in just 10 short years since their 
charter they contributed a total of $440,980.00 to the RI 
Foundation.

Thank you President Bobby for appointing Barry Mills to pro-
mote using your club’s Foundation Recognition Points to be 
used to match member’s contributions to promote supporting 
the RI Foundation and awarding Paul Harris Fellows.  J

M E A N W H I L E  I N  T H E  N O RT H . . .
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SERVICE PROJECTS 
IN THE DISTRICT

E d u ca ti o n a l ,  h um ani t ar i an ,  an d  v o ca ti o n a l  p ro jec t s  t h a t  a d d re s s  t h e  n eed s  o f  i t s  co m m uni ti e s .

R I N G I N G  T H E  ( S C H O O L)  B E L L
From La Mesa - Rotary Club of West  El Paso 

The El Paso Assistance League has teamed up with the 
Rotary Club of West El Paso on “Operation School 
Bell”. The local Assistance League will provide back to 

school packages for children in need in El Paso – some 3,400 
school children will be given back packs, jackets, shoes, socks, 
underwear, shirts and pants, along with basic school supplies. 

For all of you that have worked and contributed to our Golf 
Tournament over the years, last Monday’s Club meeting was 
evidence of Golf Tournament proceeds doing good things for 
our community. Via a Matching Grant from Rotary Interna-
tional, the Club swelled its original contribution to the “Op-
eration School Bell” project to $17,000. These particular funds 
will be used to help buy jackets for Operation School Bell”. 
Club members learned that although both the EP Assistance 
League, with its seventy-four or so members, and our Club are 
relatively small, it doesn’t stop the two organization from do-
ing big things for our community and its children. 

At last Monday’s Club Meeting, Chava Gonzalez (left) the In-
ternational Services Director for the Rotary Club of West El 
Paso, presents a check for $17,000 to members of the El Paso 
Assistance League, as West El Paso Rotary President, Ken 
Slavin (far right) looks on.  J 

A  Y E A R  O F  S H A R I N G  R OTA RY
From the Roundtable - Rotary Club of Albuquerque

I’d like to recap some of the amazing activities of the 
membership of the Rotary Club of Albuquerque during 
this past year. Each member can be proud of our “Service 

above Self ” spirit and the activities of our Rotary Club. With 
your support and hard work, the club has accomplished 
a great deal this year. We have made a real difference in our 
Albuquerque community:

■ ( July 2007) Assisted in Albuquerque Christian Children’s 
Home kitchen renovation

■ (Aug./Nov./Feb.) Supported the APS Immunization 
Project (District Simplified Grant)

■ (Nov./Dec. 2007) Annual Salvation Army bell-ringing 
campaign

■ (Dec. 2007) Caring Tree with donated gifts for over 100 
needy children

■ (March - April 2008) Supported and participated in 
the promotion of and local TV showing of the documentary 
“Crystal Darkness” – about the dangers of crystal metham-
phetamine

■ (March 29) Rotary Great Day of Service, packaging food 
for statewide distribution at the Roadrunner Food Bank

■ (April 26) Annual Bio-Park Seed Festival for Children 
and families

■ (May 17) National River Cleanup Day at the Bosque
■ ( June - 3rd Wk.) Provide lunches for (Maryland) High 

Schoolers working on Habitat for Humanity houses in Albu-
querque

■ ( June 28) Participation with other civic organizations in 
the planning and organizing of the event to celebrate Senator 
Domenici’s career.

■ Conducted our Bimonthly blood drives
■ Delivered “Meals on Wheels” to community members
■ Outfitted 35 school libraries with 60 books each through 

our Literacy Project
■ Tutored at New Futures High School
■ Supported ESL through Catholic Charities
■ Conducted the 4-Way Test Essay Contest
■ Promoted Project ECHO (Hepatitis C Awareness) in Al-

buquerque & District-wide
■ Presented $17,000 to Roadrunner Food Bank for Back-

packs for Kids
■ Presented a $23,587 check to UNM Children’s Hospital 

(International Matching Grant)
■ Submitting another Matching Grant to benefit Albuquer-

que Dismas House ($21,025)  J

Editor’s note: New year’s resolution - All clubs did wonderful 
Community and International service work this year. Why not fol-
low the Albuquerque example and post a recap of what you will 
achieve this coming year in your own bulletin. Send us copy of it 
and we will put it together as a memento of good Rotary work in 
5520. We will deliver on your behalf to our newly elected DG at the 
2009 District Convention.

mailto:5520newsletter@rotary5520.org
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SERVICE PROJECTS   
INTERNATIONAL 

Educational, humanitarian, and vocational projects that address the needs of communities around the world.

IOWA FLOOD R ELIEF
From the Rotary News

Funds have been established to assist Iowa residents 
who have been battered by this month’s record-setting 
floods, which have caused billions of dollars in damage 

and forced the evacuation of nearly 40,000 Iowans from their 
homes.

Iowa RI districts 5970 and 6000, as well as the Greater Cedar 
Rapids Community Foundation, have established funds to 
help with relief and recovery efforts. 

The floods in Iowa coincided with a tornado that killed four 
Boy Scouts at an Iowa camp and just weeks after another tor-
nado killed six people and nearly leveled much of the commu-
nity of Parkersburg.

The donor advised fund being set up by District 5970,  covers 
the northern part of Iowa, including Cedar Rapids, Kolek said. 

He said he’s been inundated with 
“incredible offers of help from all 
over the world.”

District 6000, which serves south-
ern Iowa including Iowa City and 
Des Moines, is earmarking an ac-
count for flood relief within its 
Humanitarian and Educational 
Foundation Inc., established after 
devastating floods hit the region 
in 1993. District Governor Diana 
Reed is encouraging Rotarians 
who want to help with future Rota-
ry projects in the recovery process 
contact the district office, where 
they will be put in touch with the 

appropriate point person.

District 5790 Fund:
Make checks payable to “Rotary 2008 Flood Relief ” and mail 
to:

Greater Cedar Rapids Community Foundation
200 First St. SW
Cedar Rapids, IA 52404

To wire funds, call 319-366-2862 or e-mail Ken Kolek for de-
tails.

District 6000 Fund:
Make checks payable to “HEF Inc.” and note “Iowa disaster 
relief ” on the memo line. Mail to:

Dick Kennedy
1811 N. Dubuque Rd. 
Iowa City, IA 52245

For information about volunteer needs for recovery efforts, 
e-mail District 6000 administrator Caroline Scharff or call 
877-976-8279.   J

INTERNATIONAL PARK INITIATIVE UPDATE

Many people are wondering what happened to the Ro-
tary US/Mexico International Park Proposal.  Over 
the past ten years Rotary District 5520 (United 

States) and District 4110 (Mexico) have communicated with 
both federal and state government officials in support of the 
establishment of the park.  In 1998 over 400 of our members 
gathered at Chamizal National Memorial in El Paso for a bi-
district conference where we celebrated our commitment to 
Rotary and international conservation efforts in a special cer-
emony dedicated to the establishment of the park.  In atten-
dance were representatives of both governments and Rotary 
International President Jim Lacey.  Our members came from 
New Mexico, Texas, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Tamaulipas, Za-
catecas, and Aguascalientes.  Prior to the event we had received 
letters of support from government officials in Mexico and the 
US including President Ernesto Zedillo, the U.S. Department 
of the Interior, the National Park Service, Friends of Big Bend 
National Park, Texas Parks and Wildlife Department, and the 
National Park Service.  As was the unfortunate situation when 
the original international park project was derailed by World 
War II, Rotary efforts were derailed by the events of 911.  We 
have been trying to get the project back on track ever since.

During the last year that Frank Deckert was Superintendent 
of Big Bend in 2002 we tried to organize an international con-
ference in El Paso at the University of Texas.  When Deck-
ert retired the new Superintendent of Big Bend, John King, 
moved on to other priorities and the conference idea died for 
lack of NPS support.  King made some communications to his 
superiors and even spoke to Texas Governor Perry’s staff in 
Austin.  When he told me that Governor Perry’s staff felt that 
they could not support an international park because Mexico 
was holding back water from Texas, I could see support for the 
project from Big Bend fade quickly. 

Recently I learned that Big Bend has expanded the 1997 Letter 
of Intent with Mexico into sister park relationships with the 
two Mexico protected areas across the border.  I applaud ef-
forts like this that help to maintain communications between 
the two countries, but feel that international park status is still 
an important goal.  With all of the immigration problems be-
tween the US and Mexico I see the International Peace Park 
that President Roosevelt promoted being more important 
than ever.  

John King left Big Bend in 2006 was replaced by Bill Well-
man.

Currently I am communicating with political leaders in Texas 
asking for their support to helping to resurrect the proposal.  I 
still have lots of information on the project on my website at 
http://www.iloveparks.com/peaceparks.  I want to keep the 
dream alive, but need help.  If we can find leaders in Mexico 
who are willing to sacrifice and work hard in bringing the pro-
posal back to the forefront, I believe that there is a chance we 
can make some progress again. To sign up to get on a email list 
called the US Mexico International Park Association send a 
message to me at rickllobello@cs.com.   J

mailto:dis6000admin@Lisco.com
mailto:dis6000admin@Lisco.com
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T H E  Y E A R ( S )  O F  T H E  B I G  B LU E
By Jenny Llakmani  Rotary International New.

ohn Kenny, elected as the 2009-10 RI president, told Ro-
tarians at the convention that it was special honor to be the 
first Rotarian from Scotland to be president in the     history 
of  Rotary.

John Kenny, a member of the Rotary Club of Grangemouth, 
Central, Scotland, was elected as the 2009-10 president of 
Rotary International at the fourth plenary session of the RI 
Convention in Los Angeles on Wednesday. In his acceptance 
remarks, Kenny expressed his gratitude for the support and 
encouragement that he and his wife, June, have received.
“We have come from a small country of five million people 
with three Rotary districts,” he said, “and it is therefore a spe-
cial honor to be the first Rotarian from Scotland to be presi-
dent in the history of Rotary -- and only the fifth from the Brit-
ish Isles.”

Kenny reminded the audience that Rotary’s connections with 
Scotland go back to the start, noting that Rotary founder Paul 
Harris’s wife, Jean, was from Edinburgh, which in 1921 was 
also the location of the first Rotary convention to be held out-
side North America.

“I am conscious of the tradition of Rotary and that I am fol-
lowing in the footsteps of illustrious predecessors in the office 
of president,” Kenny said in his remarks, “and I shall endeavor 
to uphold the dignity of the office to the best of my ability.”

Rotarians responded with applause as he said, “I believe that 
high ethical standards in our business and private life are as 
important today as they were in the early days of Rotary.
“I am here today because someone invited me to become a 
member of the Rotary Club of Grangemouth, a club whose 
membership I have enjoyed for 37 years,” he said. “Indeed, one 
of the things I shall miss these next two years is attending the 
meetings of my club each Thursday at lunchtime.”
“Communications may make our world seem a smaller place, 
but there are still too many who are vulnerable, homeless, 
starving, even without hope,” Kenny concluded. “With your 
help and dedication, I am sure we can try to help alleviate their 
plight. Do not let us fail to try.”   J

Editor’s note: D. 5520 is proud to “Lead the Way” in delivering to our 
membership one year ahead of RI our very own “Scottish lass” - newly 
elected DG Tom Lindsay.  Go Celtic!

S O M E  G A S  S AV I N G  T I P S
From the Rotary Club of Albuquerque del Norte.

Only buy or fill up your car or truck in the early morning 
when the ground temperature is still cold. Remember 
that all service stations have their storage tanks bur-

ied below ground. The colder the ground the more dense the 
gasoline, when it gets warmer gasoline expands, so buying in 
the afternoon or in the evening....your gallon is not exactly a 
gallon.

When you’re filling up do not squeeze the trigger of the nozzle 
to a fast mode. If you look you will see that the trigger has three 
(3) stages: low, middle, and high. You should be pumping on 
low speed, thereby minimizing the vapors that are created 
while you are pumping. All hoses at the pump have a vapor 
return. If you are pumping on the fast rate, some of the liquid 
that goes to your tank becomes vapor. Those vapors are be-
ing sucked up and back into the underground storage tank so 
you’re getting less worth for your money.

One of the most important tips is to fill up when your gas 
tank is HALF FULL or HALF EMPTY. The reason for this is, 
the more gas you have in your tank the less air occupying its 
empty space. Gasoline evaporates faster than you can imagine. 
Gasoline storage tanks have an internal floating roof. This roof 
serves as zero clearance between the gas and the atmosphere, 
so it minimizes the evaporation.

Another reminder, if there is a gasoline truck pumping into the 
storage tanks when you stop to buy gas, DO NOT fill up-most 
likely the gasoline is being stirred up as the gas is being deliv-
ered, and you might pick up some of the dirt that normally 
settles on the bottom. Hope this will help you get the most 
value for your money.

FYI…Here are some large companies that do not import Mid-
dle Eastern oil: Sunoco, Conoco, Sinclair, BP/Phillips, Hess, 
ARC0.   J

NEWSLETTER TIPS & TRICKS THIS MONTH

Welcome to all 2007-2008 new Clubs Newsletter edi-
tors. Check the District website - newsletter page, 
for help and support. Do not forget to send us copy 

of your newsletter and share your club news with District 
5520.   J

J

http://rotary5520.org/newsletter
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AT T E N DA N C E

CLUBS                       MBs       MAY       RANK

Alamogordo
Albuquerque

Albuquerque Del Norte
Albuquerque del Sol

Albuquerque Rio Grande
Alpine

Angel Fire
Anthony
Artesia
Belen

Carlsbad
Carrizozo

Chama Valley
Clayton
Clovis

Clovis High Plains
Deming

East El Paso
El Paso

El Paso Sunrise
El Paso Vista Hills
Elephant Butte

Espanola
Estancia
Eunice

Farmington
Farmington - Tres Rio

Fort Stockton
Fort Sumner

Franklin Mountains, El Paso
Gallup
Grants
Hobbs

Las Cruces

Las Cruces Mesilla Valley
Las Cruces Rio Grande

Las Vegas
Los Alamos
Los Lunas
Lovington

Marfa
Melrose
Moriarty

Mountainair

Northeast El Paso 

Portales
Raton

Rio Rancho
Rio Rancho Sunrise

Roswell
Roswell Pecos Valley

Roswell Sunrise
Ruidoso

San Juan County East
Santa Fe

Santa Fe Centro
Santa Fe del Sur

Santa Rosa
Silver City

Socorro
Taos-Milagro

Texico-Farwell
Truth or Consequences

Tucumcari
Tularosa
Van Horn

West El Paso
White Sands

CLUBS                        MBs        MAY       RANK

87.24%
74.40%
76.00%
57.80%
78.00%
82.08%
80.00%
61.00%

66.00%

63.00%
60.00%
57.40%
72.00%
62.00%
60.00%
43.73%

45.00%

75.00%
78.00%

37.11%
83.00%

57.95%
50.00%

37.80%
68.80%

81.60%
74.70%
53.50%

56.00%
47.00%

98.81%
56.20%
74.80%
62.91%
83.63%

69.50%
52.72%
69.36%

64.40%
89.00%
57.50%

75.00%

63.00%
70.53%
73.00%

77.46%

97

244

99

58

26

27

31

31

12

81

33

24

61

16

62

23

244

19

14

22

26

39

22

43

116

104

39

70

43

85

21

11

42

56

32

120

55

103

106

41

11

46

30

31

19

13

63

7

16

39

38

42

1

37

15

28

4

21

40

22

25

2

35

14

27

20

18

11

3

17

12

34

9

6

8

30

24

26

31

36

19

29

32

44

43

13

10

46

5

33

41

45

23

Total reported members: 2611  Average attendance:  66.61%  



10

D I ST R I C T  5 5 2 0 
C LU B  M A K E  U P

Socorro:   Wed 12:00 PM Good Samaritan Village, 1203 Hwy 60 West 
Taos Milagro: Wed  07:30 AM Quality Inn
Texico: Rotary Club of Texico-Farwell . Wednesday 12:00 PM. Spur Restaurant
Truth or Consequences:  Tues. 12:10 PM. Family Life Center, 800 E. 3rd St
Tucumcari: Thurs. 12:05 PM Pow Wow Inn on Old Route 6
Tularosa: Tuesday, 12:00 PM Casa De Suenos, 32 St Francis Dr. 

WEST TEXAS CLUBS

Alpine: Thurs. 11:45 AM.  Big Bend Regional Medical Center, 2600 Hwy 118 North 
El Paso: Thurs. 12:00 PM. 1st Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall 
El Paso East:  Mon. 12:00 PM  Westgate Inn at Gateway West and Geronimo
El Paso Franklin Mountains:  Thurs. 18:00 PM Furs Cafeteria
El Paso Northeast: Fri. 12:00 PM Furr’s Cafeteria
El Paso Sunrise:  Wed 07:00 AM Holiday Inn Sunland Park
El Paso Vista Hills: Wed 12:00 PM Vista Hills Country Club
El Paso West: Mon. 12:00 PM Holiday Inn Sunland Park
Fort Stockton: Thurs. 12:00 PM Swiss Clock Inn
Marfa: Wednesday 5:00 PM  Adobe Moon BBQ 200 S. Abbott 
Van Horn: Monday 12:00 PM Chuy’s Restaurant

July stone: Ruby

ROTARY CLUBS IN DISTRICT 5520
Report changes to Loren Kuehne: districtadmin@rotary5520.org or 575-522-3763

                                    NEW MEXICO CLUBS

Alamogordo: Wed 12:05 PM. Eagle Building. 1205 24th Street.
Alamogordo-White Sands: Thurs. 12:05 PM. Elk’s Lodge , 2290 Hamilton Rd.

Albuquerque: Mon. 12:00 PM. Hotel Albuquerque. 505-242-2651
Albuquerque Del Norte: Wed 12:00 PM.  Holiday Inn -5050 Jefferson NE 

Albuquerque Del Sol: Thurs. 6:45 AM. Gardunos on the Green. 8401 
Balloon  Museum Drive NE . 505-2989264

Albuquerque Rio Grande: Tues. 12:00 PM. Los Equapales 4500 Silver SE
Angel Fire: Wed. 12:00 PM. Resort Hotel. 505-377-3141

Anthony:  Thurs. 12:00 PM. Dos Lagos Golf Club. 505-523-5855
Artesia: Tues. 12:00 PM.  Artesia Country Club

Belem : Wed 6:15 PM. Tierra del Sol Country Club 
Carlsbad: Wed 12:00 PM. Stevens Inn.

Carrizozo: Thurs. 12:00 PM. 4 Winds Rest.. 505-648-2911
Chama: Wed 11:45 AM. High Country Restaurant.

Clayton Mon. 12:10 PM. Eklund Dinning Room
Clovis:  Thurs. 12:00 PM.  Clovis Civic Center-Esperanza Meeting Room

Clovis High Plains: Tues. 12:00 PM. Leal’s Mexican Food Restaurant,  2115 North Prince
Deming: Thurs. 12:00 PM.  Rio Holiday Inn at Exit 85, 505-546-2661

Elephant Butte: Thurs. 12:00 PM. Hodge’s Corner Restaurant - 915 Hwy 195 
Espanola:  Tues. 12:00 PM.  Fairview Café 

Estancia:  Mon. 12:00 PM. Estancia School’s Administration Offices
Eunice: Wed 12:00 PM.  Bakery & More

Farmington: Thurs. 12:05 PM. San Juan Country Club
Farmington: - San Juan: Tues. 12:00 PM Best Western inn.

Farmington - Tres Rio: Thurs. 7:00 a.m. Best Western Inn 700 Scott Ave. 
Fort Sumner: Wed 12:00 PM. Fraternal Order of Eagles . 802 Sharp St 

Gallup: Wed 12:00 PM Sammy C’s Rock n’ Sports Pub & Grill & Coffee Bar 
Grants-Milan:  Tues. 12:00 PM. La Ventana Rest. 

Hobbs: Thurs. 12:00 PM. Hobbs Country Club, Hway. W. 180. 505-393-7764
Las Cruces: Wed 11:45 PM. Mesilla Valley Best Western  

Las Cruces  - Mesilla Valley: Thurs. 630 Mesilla Valley Best Western  
Las Cruces  - Rio Grande: Tues. 12:00 PM. Mesilla Valley Best Western

Las Vegas: Tues. 12 :00 PM. Hillcrest Restaurant 505-454-0169
Los Alamos: Thurs. 12:00 PM . UNM-LA Conference Rm 

Los Lunas:  Tues. 12:00 PM. Ribs Restaurant 505-869-3830
Lovington: Wed 12:00 PM. T. Harris Center 505-396-4577

Melrose: Tues. 19:00 PM. Melrose High School Board Room
Moriarty: Mon. 18:00 PM. El Comedor Cafe 505-832-4440

Mountainair: Thurs. 12:00 PM. Ancient Cities Café
Portales:  Wed. 12:05 PM. ENMU Union Bldg. Pecos Room 

Raton: Monday 12:00 PM.  K-Bob’s 
Rio Rancho:  Tues. 12:00 PM Chamisa Hills Country Club

Rio Rancho Sunrise: Wednesday 7:00AM.  Chamisa Hills Country Club
Roswell: Thurs. 12:00 PM Sally Port Inn 505-622-6864

Roswell-Pecos Valley: Wed 12:00 PM Kwan Den Restaurant W. 2nd St
Roswell Sunrise:  Tues. 07:00 AM Best Western Sally Port Inn

Ruidoso: Tues. 12:00 PM. Cree Meadows Country Club Santa Fe: 
Thurs. 12:00 PM Hotel Radisson, The Lodge

Santa Fe Centro: Tues. 7:00 AM Piccolo Cafe , 125 Lincoln
Santa Fe del Sur: Wed 11:45 AM Santa Fe Country Club 

Santa Rosa:  Tues. 12:00 PM Joseph’s Restaurant
Silver City: Tues. 12:15 PM  Silver City Womens Club on Silver Heights Blvd.

DISTRICT 5520 VIRTUAL COMMUNITY

Alamogordo: (www.rotaryclubofalamogordo.org)
Alamogordo-White Sands: (www.whitesandsrotary.org)
Albuquerque:  (www.rotaryabq.org)
Albuquerque Del Norte:(www.rotarydelnorte.org)
Albuquerque Del Sol: (www.rotarydelsol.org)
Albuquerque Rio Grande: (www.rotaryriogrande.org)
Anthony: (www.rotaryclubofanthony.org)
Las Cruces (Rio Grande) (www.riogranderotary.org)
Las Vegas (www.rotary5520.org/lasvegas)
Los Alamos (www.losalamos.org/rotary)
Portales (http://portalesrotary.yucca.net/)
Rio Rancho (www.rioranchorotary.org)
Roswell (www.roswellrotary.net)
Roswell Pecos Valley (www.pecosvalleyrotary.com)
Roswell Sunrise (www.roswellrunriserotary.org)
Santa Fe (www.santaferotary.org)
Santa Fe Centro (www.rotary5520.org/santafe)
Truth or Consequences (www.rotaryoftorc.org)
El Paso (www.clubrunner.ca/elpaso)
El Paso Sunrise (www.elpasosunrise.org)
West El Paso (www.rotarywestelpaso.org)

mailto:districtadmin@rotary5520.org 
http://www.rotaryclubofalamogordo.org
http://www.whitesandsrotary.org
http://www.whitesandsrotary.org
http://www.rotarydelnorte.org
http://www.rotarydelsol.org
http://www.rotarydelsol.org
http://www.rotaryclubofanthony.org
http://www.rotaryclubofanthony.org
http://www.rotary5520.org/lasvegas
http://www.losalamos.org/rotary
http://portalesrotary.yucca.net/
http://www.rioranchorotary.org
http://www.roswellrotary.net
http://www.roswellrotary.net
http://www.roswellrunriserotary.org
http://www.santaferotary.org
http://www.rotary5520.org/santafe
http://www.rotaryoftorc.org
http://www.rotaryoftorc.org
http://www.rotaryoftorc.org
http://www.rotarywestelpaso.org
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D G  TO M 
P H OTO  A L BU M 

JUNE 2008

THE ROTARIAN PHOTO CONTEST 2008 WINNER

The Rotarian: Richard S. Lawrence, Rotary Club of Manchester, Conn., USA • 
The Place: Cojomachaj, Guatemala • 
The Service Above Self Moment: A Guatemalan boy inspects a cup of water made possible by Rotarians in District • 

7890. Eleven clubs in the district raised more than $24,000 to provide water filters, vented pit latrines, and raised 
vented stoves for each of 52 families in Guatemala.

The Rotarian Photo Contest 2008 honorable mentions

                                Angela Norris                                             Filipe Senna                              Fernandes Joseph Kasoli

5520 - IT COULD HAVE BEEN YOU, IT COULD HAVE BEEN US - GET YOUR CAMERA READY FOR THE ROTARIAN 
2009 PHOTO CONTEST...
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